
HAMMERHEAD SHARKS
A QUICK GUIDE TO IDENTIFYING

SCALLOPED HAMMERHEAD SHARK (Sphyrna lewini)
STATUS IN NSW: ENDANGERED

Grows to 
3.5m

NO CATCH
PERMITTED 

IN NSW

Scalloped Hammerhead Shark.

Photo by Frederic Buyle

GREAT HAMMERHEAD SHARK (Sphyrna mokarran)
STATUS IN NSW: VULNERABLE

Grows to 
6m

NO CATCH
PERMITTED 

IN NSW

Great Hammerhead Shark. 

Photo by Frederic Buyle

SMOOTH HAMMERHEAD SHARK (Sphyrna zygaena)
STATUS IN NSW: NOT THREATENED OR PROTECTED

Grows to 

3.5m

CATCH
PERMITTED 

IN NSW

Hammerhead Shark head photos by Alexander Wray-Barnes; Paul Butcher NSW DPI;  

Alastair Harry, Fishing & Fisheries Research Centre, James Cook University; and CSIRO Australian National Fish Collection

Smooth Hammerhead Shark. 

Photo by OceanwideImages.com

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REPORT A SIGHTING OF A THREATENED SPECIES

Download the FishSmart App in the iTunes app store or on Google Play 

Visit the Department of Primary Industries website www.dpi.nsw.gov.au  

or Email the DPI Threatened Species Unit at fisheries.threatenedspecies@dpi.nsw.gov.au




